
DDS School Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 27 at 3:50pm 

In Person & Virtual Meeting 

Attendance: Mandy Zeinstra, Ashley McLeod, Ashley Cleghorn, Crystal VanRaay, Jodi Gurr, 
Laurell Greene, Cristina Fehr, Avelina Guenter, Michelle Marti, Mike Oliver, Shantel 

Mohrmann, Willow Kolk.  Online: Janae Emond 

• Welcome & Call to Order: at 3:51 pm 

• Agenda:  Approved by Mandy 

• Previous Minutes: attached to email.  Approved by Ashley Cleghorn 

• Hot Lunch Report (Laurell Greene):   

 -The Hot Lunch program served 1830 meals this year, not including Christmas dinner and 
Track and field day.  Our sponsors donated $4310.43 plus beef.   

 -  Track and field day lunch is all set.  6A is sponsoring the hamburgers and the BBQ Kings 
are providing the BBQ.  Zeinstra’s are providing a hopper for an ice bucket as well as ice from North 
County Liquor Store.  Please come help flip burgers, cut veggies or serve lunch if you can. 

• Principal’s Report (Crystal McGregor.  Report given by Shantel Mohrmann): 

- A huge thank you to parent council for providing staff lunch for education week.  It was 
much enjoyed. 

- There was a PD day on April 26th where teachers learned about trauma and the impact it 
has on the brain and sensory system.   

- During the PD day on May 17th teachers walked through the new inclusive education 
software program.  Teachers also spent the afternoon working on transition plans and 
how to prepare themselves and students for next year. 

- Intervention is currently being done three times a week by Ashley McLeod.  This involves 
students who were flagged on Grades 1-3 mandatory literacy and numeracy 
assessments.  They will be retested this week to determine growth and next steps. 

- Staffing update: 
o Kindergarten: Ms. Katie Oake (New Hire) 
o Grade 4: Mrs. Ashley McLeod 
o Grade 5: being held for a transfer 
o EA: Funding and hours has not been released yet. 
o Admin Assistant: Not yet hired. 

- Early learning classroom will be moving to the North entrance beside the Kindergarten 
room. 

- LED sign update. Rod from Palliser visited the school and recommends the sign go 
above the DDS mural (most economical).  If council wants the sign freestanding on the 
lawn, we will have to pay $10,000 to get electricity and data to the sign. 



- The school would like to honor its volunteers/parent council.  Either the am of June 26th 
or Friday June 14th.   Please let Michelle know which day works for you. 

 

• Trustee’s Report (Mike Oliver):  Attached 

• Treasurer’s Report (Mandy Zeinstra):  There is still some outstanding cheques to Laurell as well 
as waiting for payments from Schootens and 6A.  That should leave the account with $1000 which 
will cover Early Learning Williwa’s and K-6 Kona Ice.  

• Betterment Report:  General Account: $31,289.59 with $5775 outstanding for field trips, staff 
lunch and admin gift.  Casino Account: $ 14, 990.08 with $2750 outstanding for stage lighting and 
pinnies. 

• Council Business: 

-2025/26 Timetable Changes (Possible timetables included in email): 

 - No one is in favor of the time table change.  Laurell and Michelle attended the council of 
councils meeting and it seems no other parent councils are in favour.  They were also told that 
Palliser will be going ahead with a new time table which will increase instructional time by 20 hours 
for the year.  Teacher instructional time maxes out at 916 hours.  Because of this DDS would opt for 
longer recess instead.  Mike Oliver will take everyone’s concerns back to the board of trustees.  He 
assured council that there will still be a parent survey sent out and nothing would be for sure until 
those steps are taken.   

-Roasters for hot lunch:   

 - Amendment  to previous approved amount.  Ashley Cleghorn motioned to spend $290 on 
roaster and kitchen equipment, Crystal VanRaay seconded, all are in favor.  

-Year End Treats – Konas for K-6 & Staff, Williwas for Preschool & Staff.  There are 142 students in 
the school and 25 staff for Kona ice as well as 21 pre-school students and 4 staff for Williwas.  
Crystal VanRaay motioned to spend $535, Mandy seconded, all are in favor.   

-Year End Gifts – Mandy motioned to spend $400, Danielle seconded, all are in favor.  Council 
discussed and decided all staff leaving will get a gift card and those who have been there for more 
that 5 years will get a DDS mug (or other approved item).  

-Grade 6 Grad t-shirts ($10.50 plus GST) & 2 volunteers for ceremony- Please let Michelle know if 
you can help at the ceremony.  It will be June 26th, volunteers will need to be there around 11/11:30.  
Ashley Cleghorn motioned to spend $225 for t-shirts, Crystal VanRaay seconded, all are in favor. 

-Staff Wishlist Items- Please look over the provided wish list.  Basketballs have already been 
purchased if council would like to reimburse the school.  Crystal VanRaay motioned to spend $960 
on basketballs, Mandy seconded, all are in favor. 

-Gala-  Michelle expressed she is not able to hold a gala on her own.  Help is needed in all areas for 
us to put on this fundraiser.  Please let Michelle know if you are willing to help.   



Around the table:  The Picture Butte Public School Betterment Society is offering a $100 
scholarship to Grade 6 students for their involvement in volunteerism and betterment of the 
community.  Crysal McGregor will forward the information on the Ms.Milne. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 5:15.  Next meeting to be held at DDS on June 17th at 3:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 


